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or between globe and cylinder: and in this sense any expenditure of energy in friction at the guide of the globe would be an almost infinitesimally small theoretical fault. This, however, I think may be left out of account, as being small relative to the ordinary inaccuracies incidental to all kinds of instruments.
Your guide cylindric roller, though nice for geometrical or kinematic consideration, would I think increase the difficulty and cost of construction of the machine, and would introduce new liabilities to slight defects owing to imperfections of construction, in ways from which the plane guide face contact with the "ball is quite free.
We are all well. If there is any chance of your being in this region of Scotland this summer, I hope you will recollect that we would be very glad to have a visit from you for as long as you could stay. We are expecting to be at home most of this summer.
Mrs Thomson unites in kind regards,
Yours very truly,
JAMES THOMSON.
65.   ON CERTAIN APPEARANCES OF BEAMS OF LIGHT, SEEN AS IF EMANATING FROM CANDLE OR LAMP FLAMES.
[Posthumous paper, from the Proceedings of the Royal Society, Vol. Ml, 1892, p. 70, communicated by LORD KELVIN, P.R.S., with an Introductory Note.]
ABOUT the end of last January, when my brother was fully occupied in writing his paper on the Trade Winds for the Bakerian Lecture, he called my attention to the well-known beams or ladders of light seen below or above a lamp flame viewed with partially-closed eyelids, and he gave me verbally an explanation of the phenomenon which surprised me very much. By some simple and interesting trials with my own eyes, which he explained to me how to make, I was perfectly convinced that his explanation waa correct; and believing it, as I still believe it, to be new, I urged him to write a short paper on the subject for the Royal Society, but not to let it interfere with his work for the Bakerian Lecture; and he undertook to do so as soon as might be after being freed